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attributes, therefore, the gland-like function, of producing the “mother blood* 
corpuscles," so long known as the nucleated red blood-globules of early fcetal 
life, and which he believes subsequently give birth to the biconcave disks which 
alone are found in the adult, organism. 

These results, contradictory as they are to the conclusions of Kolliker, 
Klein, Balfour, and others, in regard to the origin of the red corpuscles of the 
blood, can hardly be accepted as proved, until corroborated by other investi¬ 
gators, but, coming as they do from an observer well known for patient and 
accurate research, we commend them to microscopists generally as well worthy 
of careful attention. j. q. r 


Art. XXIII.— Electro-Therapeutics. 

1. Electro-Therapeutic*: A Condensed Manual of Medical Electricity. 

By D. F. Lincoln, M.D., Physician to the Department of Diseases of 
the Nervous System, Boston Dispensary. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea 
1874. 

2. Clinical Researches in Electro-Surgery. By A. D. Rockwell, A.M., 

M.D., Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, Electro-Thera¬ 
peutist to the New York State Woman’s Hospital; and Georoe M. 
Beard, A.M., M.D., Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
Electro-Therapeutist to the Demilt Dispensary. New York: William 
Wood & Co., 1873. 

3. Treatment of Nervous-Rheumatic Affections by Static Electricity. By 

Dr. A. Artuids. Translated from the French by J. H. Eldridge' M.D., 
Professor of General Therapeutics, Rush Medical College, Chicago. 
Chicago: W. B. Keen, Cooke & Co., 1874. 

1. Electricity, os a remedial agent, does not seem to lose the confidence of 
the profession, except when too much is claimed for it. For many years it 
remained a neglected aid, but has latterly been rapidly advanced by scientific 
zeal, and is now regarded with general favour. Electro-therapeutists are, how¬ 
ever, prepared Tor disappointments, while not surprised at unexpected, or even 
startling successes. 

“Those who, on the one hand, believe that clectro-therapentics is the one 
great problem of the future, and those who. on the other hand, suspect that it 
is all a delusion, will be equally disappointed.” 1 

It is, as usual, the middle path in which truth travels. At present, too, the 
tendency is to accept clinical results in this branch of therapeutics even when 
obtained in apparent opposition to established laws of electro-physiology. 
Seeming discrepancies it is hoped will be explained with an increased knowl¬ 
edge of electricity and morbid processes. In the words of Dr. Lincoln 

“It can hardly be necessary to urge upon the reader the inestimable value 
of having a truly scientific basis for our therapeutical researches. Physiology, 
however imperfectly known, must be accepted as the best guide we possess; it 
is a better guide than bare conjecture; and all true progress in therapeutics 
must bring our practice into increasing harmony with the known rules of 
healthy and diseased action in the organs of the body.” 

Dr. Lincoln’s work is what it purports to be, a “ condensed manual." With 
the rules for practice there is also a crowd of theoretical views gathered from 
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1874.] Report of the Board of Health of Philadelphia. 

the beat authorities, both conflicting and coincident, as are at present the opin¬ 
ions of men who use electricity to much advantage and who are eagerly and 
conscientionsly observing its phenomena. The work is also a manual and of a 
convenient size for reference. The busy practitioner who wishes to refresh his 
knowledge from a ready source will find here in small compass the present 
prominent views concerning the principles and practice of electricity. 

2. Beard and Rockwell meet “ the objection that is often and very properly 
brought against the early publication of clinical experience, that it is apt to 
teach either absolute error or half truths” by explaining that this 

*• need not apply, provided the reports are fairly and impartially made, without 
any attempt to conceal or distort, or in any way warp the evidence to sustain a 
theory, and no inferences are drawn beyond the requirement of the demonstra¬ 
tor’s facts. Coses of absolute or approximate success have been placed side 
by side with cases of absolute or approximate failure. Cases where every op¬ 
portunity was afforded for treatment, and cases that failed for lack of opportu¬ 
nity. have been accorded equal prominence. Cases in which the ordinary and 
accepted methods of treatment would have been sufficient have been mingled 
with those cases which, under the ordinary and accepted methods, would have 
been utterly hopeless.” 

Some of the cases reported are very interesting, and will be found especially 
so to those who are experimenting in a similar manner. 

3. Those who are doubting as to the effects of static electricity, and yet would 

have their faith strengthened even by uncertain props, will find much comfort 
in the enthusiastic sentences translated from the French work of Dr. Arthius. 
The conclusions are far more favourable to this method of application than 
those attained by other experimenters. Too much seems demanded, unless 
other observers are wrong, and one’s gorge rises, granger-like, against a spirit 
of monopoly, which, with rare temerity, stretches its possessive pronoun over 
one vast domain of the ubiquitons fluid, and claims it as “ static electricity— 
our electricity." It were a “consummation devoutly to be wished,” that one- 
half might be accomplished by the healing influence of electricity which, with a 
hope perhaps prophetic, is anticipated by its friends. At present there are 
barriers in the way, but we have reason to believe that our knowledge both of 
the science and art is still very crude and incomplete. F. A. B. 


Art. XXIV. —Report of the Board of Health of the City and Port of 
Philadelphia, to the Mayor, for the year 1873. 8vo. pp. 255. 

We learn from this report that the health of Philadelphia has been generally 
good. The year 1873 has proved to be unusually free from epidemic diseases. 
The summer heats of July were far less oppressive than in 1872, and young 
children did not furnish so large a mortality as before. 

The Board adverts to the imperfection of the returns of births, and mentions 
with approval the system, pursued in some cities, of house to bouse visitation 
for collection of these facts. We fear that no other method will prove effec¬ 
tive in this country. 

The exemption of Philadelphia from contagious diseases, during the year, is 
well shown by the figures exhibiting the admissions into the Municipal Hospi- 



